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Dear Mead Families,
It goes without saying that the warmest of welcomes awaits every single child on Monday morning – we
can’t wait to have everyone back in school. We know that some children and families will be a little bit
anxious, which is totally understandable, but all will be ok. The same procedures that worked so well
from September to Christmas will keep us safe as we return to normality via careful steps and stages.
The most important thing will be amazing teaching and learning, in synergy as always with excellent care
and support for all. We can certainly guarantee this moving forwards in what are hopefully more
predictable times ahead.
I have been talking to Team Mead Staff this week about our expectations for the future. We will keep ‘the
main thing, the main thing’ – curriculum led school improvement, leading to excellent progress and
attainment for every child at a happy school in which they thrive. We have set the highest targets for
all classes and we will work relentlessly as a team to deliver an outstanding education for your children.
We had a superb autumn term, with excellent progress being made – and we will ensure that continues
every school day. One thing we’re obsessing about when the children return is reading. A love of
reading must be at the heart of any school – and you can expect to hear the children talking so much
about their love of books and the great reading experiences they’re having in school. Miss Davies and
Mrs O’Leary are our reading leads, and their excellent plans, coaching and challenges will underpin the
eternal truth that reading for pleasure and children’s educational process go hand in hand. Outstanding
schools must have an outstanding culture of reading. Please help us in any little way you can by always
encouraging daily reading for pleasure 
As I mentioned in my letter to the children earlier this week, we have much to look forward to alongside
wonderful lessons in the remaining half of this school year. Auditions will begin for our summer show,
and we hope to have a real ‘whole school’ feel to our performance of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ (more to
follow from our amazing Performing Arts team). In addition, Sports Day will return and, if the roadmap out
of the pandemic is working, both events will see families back on site celebrating the children’s
achievements. Finally, the 19th March is Comic Relief’s ‘Red Nose Day’; a chance for us all to both
contribute to the charity and dress up as super-heroes for the day!
Can’t wait to see you all next week.

Reporting Covid-19 symptoms to the school
If you or anyone in your family is being tested or has received a positive Covid-19 test please inform the
school as soon as possible by emailing covidreporting@themead.wilts.sch.uk (including over the
Warm
regards
weekend
and during school holidays).
Mark Stenton
Headteacher
For all other communication, (Covid or otherwise), please email office@themead.wilts.sch.uk
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Re-Opening Monday 8th March 2021
The Department for Education’s statutory guidance for full re-opening in March is almost identical to that
which we received for full re-opening in September. This means we all come back into routines that are
very familiar and which were successful throughout the autumn, enabling school to feel as normal as
possible whilst observing sensible systems of control and protective measures to keep everyone safe. As
such, we will continue with:












The same staggered start and finish times for each year group.
Socially distanced queuing at the two entrances, with no loitering.
Children having normal whole class teaching but only mixing with their own year group’s ‘bubble’.
Staggered play-times and lunchtimes to prevent bubble mixing.
Allowing bags and coats but limiting the amount of items travelling between school and home.
Coming to school in Mead sports kit for PE lessons.
Frequent hand washing routines throughout the school day.
All adults wearing protective face masks in communal areas of school, including all parents when
entering the school grounds to queue.
Good ventilation at all times (external doors and windows when warm enough to do so, windows
and internal doors on colder days).
Normal school uniform (with extra layers if needed due to the increased ventilation requirements).
Before and After School Care will resume but will only be available to those who accessed it in
the Autumn Term, as we have to limit bubble mixing.
Staggered start and finish times:
Arrival time Star Gate
slot
8.30am – Year 2
8.40am
8.40am
8.50am
8.50am
9.00am
9.00am
9.10am

Rainbow Gate

Finish time

The Forest

2.55pm

– Year 3

Year R

3.05pm

– Year 4

Year 1

3.15pm

– Year 5

Year 6

3.25pm

Reporting Covid-19 symptoms to the school
If you or anyone in your family is being tested or has received a positive Covid-19 test please inform the
school as soon as possible by emailing covidreporting@themead.wilts.sch.uk (including over the weekend
and during school holidays).
For all other communication, (Covid or otherwise), please email office@themead.wilts.sch.uk
Thank you for your assistance in helping us keep everyone safe.
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